
   THE ADVANCE 
Second Congregational UCC            FACEBOOK: Second Congregational UCC, Grand RapidsCEBOOK:      361-2629 

 

 

 

SOUP BOWLS 
 

We had 35 people for lunch and painting bowls! There were 6 different soups, 
 including cheeseburger soup donated by the Cheshire Grill.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU….for all your prayers and cards over the last months.  Your words of encourage-

ment have meant more than you could know.  Hopefully my major surgery will be soon, and I’ll be 
able to be involved in life again!  Thanks to the Second Family for all the support. 

Neil Mortensen 

 

O.C.W.M.  MISSION KITS – UPDATE 
Thank you to all who contributed to the O.C.W.M. (Our Church’s Wider Mission) project to purchase 
Health Kits and School Kits.  A check for $532 has been sent to Church World Services, allowing them 
to purchase at least 35 kits (valued at $15 each) for those in need.  Kits are distributed world-wide 
whenever there is a need, and often following a natural disaster.  

Together, we can make a difference! 



ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE GOVERNANCE BOARD 

AND MINISTRY COUNCIL 

The past few months have been a whirlwind.  Governance Board and Ministry Council have 

been working closely on a number of new programs: 

Second Church has added a 2 p.m. Spanish speaking service.  This service regularly has  

 +20 people attending and they would like to become members. 

In addition to the folks attending the 2 p.m. Spanish speaking service, we have more 

 people who would like to become members at Second.  On May 21, 2017, we will start 

another new member class.  We will have a new member celebration and luncheon in 

June following the 10AM service (more details to come).  Please plan to join the 

 festivities!  If you are interested in joining the new member class, please contact Mary  

 Harrison or Bill Bode at the church office. 

We will be adding a Contemporary Service!  We are in the planning stages at this point, 

but if you are interested in being on the Worship Design Task Force we would love to 

have you.  Please contact either Mary Harrison or Bill Bode at the church office if you  

 are interested. 

In addition to all of this positive news, Governance has been working on a number of things: 

Congregational Meeting – May 7, 2017 immediately following the 10 a.m. service:   

Consideration of a proposed bylaw change to Article IX, Section 7.  Since our by-

laws only addressed Interim Ministers and not Transitional Ministry (the UCC 

changed its protocol after we created our bylaws), the proposed change 

 addresses this and provides a process forward.  You can find a copy of the 

 proposal on the table in long hallway outside the narthex. 

Should the congregation approve the bylaw change, Governance would like the 

congregation to approve the creation of a Discernment and Evaluation Commit-

tee who will be charged with determining whether Second Church should call 

Rev. Dr. David Alicea as its Senior Pastor or alternatively to form a Search 

Committee.  If approved by the congregation, the following members would 

serve on the Discernment and Evaluation Committee: Bill Clark, Marcia 

 Gaetano, Terry Guinnup, Garth Mann and Mary Pontremoli.   

Appointment of Ministerial Relations Committee – the following people have agreed 

to serve on the Rev. Dr. David Alicea’s Ministerial Relations Committee: Ken 

Bird, Eric Frye, Tim McCarthy, and Kelley Place.   

 

Finally, we have some information to pass along to you regarding: Our Service 

Times; Financial Policies; and Preschool.    



Flip the Switch!   The Property Board needs YOUR help!  We need to do better at keeping  

the electric bill in line.  If we all would flip the switch off when you leave an area  

or room , that would be a huge start!  Too often lights are being left on through  

out the building, after everyone has left. 

                           Let's all Flip the Switch!     

                  Thank you from the Property Board 

MISSION BOARD NEWS 
 

Money collected Change for a Cause on 3-12-17:    $  84.00 
Empty can collection for March:                                 $  87.00   Thanks to all!             
Soup bowl painting on 4-2-17:                                   $175.00 
 
 
HUNGER WALK is on 5-7-17.  The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board.  Walkers and the brunch 
will follow the 2nd service in the Drawing Room. 
 
We need volunteers for the Food Truck on 5-12-17 (sign up sheet on the bulletin board). 
 
We need help with the Supper House on 5-18-17 (sign up sheet on the bulletin board). 
 
All donations are appreciated for NECOM/UCOM for the food bin, pop can collection and In the Image. 
 

 
Second Best Sale - Planning Ahead - Mark Your Calendar! 

  
Our spring Second Best Sale will be held May 12 and 13.  We are looking forward 
to a really big sale and are asking for your help.  On Tuesday, May 2, at 12:00 
noon, a few people with strong arms and backs are needed to help set up tables 
and clothes racks. 
  

Beginning Wed., May 3, workers are needed to help with unpacking the donations.  Just come 
down to the dining room between 8:30 and noon any day until the sale begins.  No experience 
needed!  On the days of the sale, we can use workers on the sale floor. 
  
At 2:00 on Friday, May 13, extra hands to help close the sale and load the truck make the job 
much easier.  
  
Those who donate items for the sale also contribute to its success.  The collection cart is usually 
just inside the door to the choir room and always available.    
  
Your help in any way is much appreciated!!                                       Pat Yonkers and Anne Little 



 FROM THE PASTOR…... 

Our church continues to move forward in ways and styles never thought or imagined before! Now we 

are talking about a Spanish Speaking worship service. This is a ministry of 2
nd

 Congregational UCC 

church which translates into dealing, recognizing and expanding our multicultural vision of the church’s 

role in the post-modern era here in Grand Rapids. Not only we are not alone in life, but we have a fun-

damental demand that projects itself through a diverse structure. Our whole nation celebrates this truth 

as well as it embraces its fruitful results! Latino(a) people have been a huge asset and outstanding con-

tributors throughout this nation’s historical development.  

From war world veterans, all the way to rebuilding and participating in our economic challenges, Latinos 

have been an essential and integral part of this nation’s progress. Here in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 

there has been an unmeasurable growth of our Latino population, usually established in the SW Wyo-

ming region, as well as in other counties and cities within our vicinities. Why is this important for us here 

in our congregation? First of all, initiating a Latino outreach program will bring our church into a multicul-

tural vision. This translates into developing a sensitivity toward our community in all ranges and areas of 

its lifestyle.  

Latinos are branching out to other communities and suburban areas of our society. Embracing a multi-

cultural vision, will create a church that endures the measure of time as we strengthen our membership 

base for years to come. Also, it will enhance our people resources potential and availability to help 

maintain our church’s facilities. We have a team of Latinos that are willing to volunteer and put their ef-

forts together in keeping and securing our church’s building and renovating needs. That is amazing! In 

addition, our church needs an influx and energy boost that can serve as a catalyst growth in all areas of 

our church life. Our Spanish speaking people can be that detonator which can create a tsunami of moti-

vation and spiritual synergy. I know I need it, as well as all of us! 

Finally, our Spanish speaking service is a testimony of God’s Grace and working style. Sometimes we 

ask for a blessing. We pray to God in order to receive any type of blessing that can translate into en-

hancing our church’s mission. Well, here it is!  In the most unexpected way, God has open the doors of 

heaven and blessed us with the wonderful opportunity to demonstrate who we are and what type of 

Christianity we profess. It is a unique and exceptional opportunity to demonstrate that God’s Grace is for 

Jews, Greek, gentiles and many more. We are an open and affirming church with an extravagant wel-

coming spirit.  

With such effort, we are telling our community that all are welcome here. That this is a church that does 

not dwell on elitist dimensions or social favoritism. We are the Second Congregational UCC church that 

preaches and breathes God’s unconditional love to all and embraces all hearts from all places. This 

does not entice losing our identity, but excels us into a new dimension of love and understanding, which 

translates into being the Kingdom of God here on Cheshire Drive. What a wonderful opportunity! We 

can begin to live God’s Kingdom here on earth. I embrace you, I thank you, but 

 mostly,  I LOVE YOU!   

 

Pastor David 



HOLY MOLY CLASSROOM FOR CHILDREN 

Holy Moly is a curriculum which allows children of all ages to Discover, Relate, Connect, and Create. Each 
week, kids watch an animated Bible story video, talk about the story, read their Bible Storybook or Bible, 
and try a creative leaflet activity. 
 

The stories for May are... 

May 7 - Family Communion Sunday-No Sunday School 

May 14 - Doubting Thomas 

May 21 - Breakfast with Jesus & The Great Commission 

May 21st Second Church will have a Teacher/Student Appreciation Sunday 
 including a special Second Coffee after church 
 

The last day of Sunday School is May 21st...Have a great Summer! 

 

 
 

 

 

PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS  
 

This April, the preschoolers enjoyed the wonderful Spring weather and special events like 

our Easter party, Spring Program, and a gymnastics field trip to Gymco. As part of our prep-

aration for the Spring Program, we also learned about many different artists and explored 

making art in each different style. One highlight from that was Monet’s Garden outdoor 

painting! 
  
Our school year concludes in May with many more fun activities, including bike day, a bus trip 

downtown and our end of the year family picnic. The end of the year is always a bittersweet 

time; we celebrate all the fun we've had, say good-bye to our four-year-old class students 

who are moving on, and we look forward to the return of many of our younger students who 

are moving up into the four-year-old class next year!  
 

Fall enrollment is in full swing; there are still some spaces left for our 2017-18 school year. 

If you know of anyone with preschool-age children (ages 3-5) who might be looking for a 

quality preschool, be sure to let them know about us!  Contact the Preschool via the church 

office at 361-2629 or via email to Director Lindsey Harrison: preschool@2ndchurch.com 
  
Thank you to the Second Church family for your wholehearted support of our program! We 

look forward to next year and we are already planning for many opportunities to connect with 

the congregation as a part of the Second Congregational U.C.C. community! 
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                                                         HAPPY MAY BIRTHDAYS! 

               

  1 Neil Mortensen  

  2 Pat White, Lilija Zuidema 

  4 Joan Beebe 

  8 Janet Hook, David Schultheiss 

  9 Jane Goethal 

10 Nancy Curtis, JoAnn Gladding 

14  Mary Harrison 

16  Kyle Berciunas, Terry Guinnup 

19  Julia Gibbs 

22    Michelle Betts, Kade Krueger 

24 Jim Marz 

25 Amanda Curtis, Josh Mortensen, Midge VandeKopple, Janet Yates 

27 Spencer Maresco 

28 Caitlyn Clark, Pamela DeGeer, Julian Larsen 

30 Donald Lacy 

31 Betty Marcusse 

 

 

Please note...if your birthday is listed incorrectly or is not listed at all, please contact the Church Office, 
361-2629, so that we can put your very important date in our computers!  Thanks! 

 

 

 

The Prayer Chain...here at Second Church plays a vital role in our church network.  This 

chain is ready and able!  This is a reminder that we are available to fill your requests every time 

you call.  The gift of prayer is close to our hearts and as close as your fingertips!  If you would like 

to become a link in the prayer chain, please call.  We will be happy and blessed to add your name 

to the list. 

           Joan Beebe:  453-2170          Jan Van Geison:  818-4551          Dorothy Tock:  361-1983 



 

. 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

 1 

 

 

 
7:00 Barbershop 

Chorus 

2 
9:00  

Calder Band 

Noon - start 

setting up 

for  2nd Best 

Sale Ą 

  3      8:00  

Menôs Breakfast 

9:30  

2nd Stitchers 

10:00 Staff Mtg 

7:00 Ministry 

Council 

4 

 

 
7:30 Chancel 

Choir 

 

5 6 

 7 Services 

8:30 & 10:00 & 

2:00 Spanish 

CHURCH 

MEETING 

Hunger Walk 

8 

 

 

 

 
 

 9     10     
10:00 Staff Mtg 

.  

1:00 Book Club 

11 

9:00 - 4:00 

2nd Best 

Sale 
 

12 

9:00 - 2:00 

2nd Best 

Sale 

Food Truck 

13 

 14 Services 

8:30 & 10:00 & 

2:00 Spanish 

 Happy 
Motherôs 

Day 

15 

 

 
7:00 Barbershop 

Chorus 

16 
9:00  

Calder Band 

9:30 Bible 

Study 

6:30 Gov. Bd. 

17  
8:00 Menôs  

Breakfast 

  9:30 2nd 

Stitchers 

10:00 Staff Mtg.  

18       
 

4:45 

Supper House 

19 
 

ADVANCE  

DEADLINE  

 

 

20 
2nd  

Leadership 

Retreat  

9-12:00 

21  Services 

8:30 & 10:00 & 

2:00 Spanish 

Teacher & 

Graduate 

Recognition 

22 
7:00 Faith 

Formation 

 
7:00 Barbershop 

Chorus 

23 
9:00  

Calder Band 

9:30 Bible 
Study 

 

24  
10:00 Staff Mtg 

 

10:30 Operation 

Stork and 

Luncheon 

25 

 
 

26 
 

27   
 
 

 

 

 

28  Services 

8:30 & 10:00 & 

2:00 Spanish 

 
 

29 Office Closed 

 

30 
9:00  

Calder Band 

9:30 Bible 

Study 

 

31 
 

10:00 Staff Mtg 

 
 

  



 
Principal Leadership Called to Serve You 

Transitional Minister David Alicea david@2ndchurch.com 
Director of Music Ministries Justin Rito justin@2ndchurch.com  
Director of Children’s Ministries William Bode bill@2ndchurch.com 
Church Secretary, Advance Mary Harrison mary@2ndchurch.com 
Bookkeeper Shelley Plambeck shelley@2ndchurch.com 
Nursery Coordinator Amanda Curtis 
Governance Board Brian Place and Cheryl McCarthy, Co-Moderators   
 Dave Vande Kopple, Treasurer;  Betsy Flory-McCoy, Clerk 
 Members at large: , Pat DeGraaf, Jim Biener, Laura Haas 
Prayer Chain Joan Beebe, Janet Van Geison, Dorothy Tock 
 

Serving Our Members in April 

Friendship Pads: David Schultheiss  
Head Usher: Jim Betts 
Church Building: George Cripps (May 14); Laura Haas (May 21);  Jim Betts (May 28) 
Lectors:  Judy Crombez (May 7); Tad Schultheiss (May 14); Jennifer Powers (May 21); Eric Frye (May 28)   

SECOND CONGREGATIONAL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

525 Cheshire Dr. N.E. 

Grand Rapids  MI  49505 

www.2ndchurch.com 

FINANCIAL STATUS 

Thru March, we have received 25% of expected income and spent 24% 
of our budget.  Detailed figures are available on the Governance Board 

bulletin board outside the church office. Thank you for your generous 
financial support for your church. 

ATTENDANCE 
March 26     123 
April 2   137 
April 9   168 
April 16   197 

mailto:mary@2ndchurch.com

